                           BRITISH  ISLES  BOWLS  COUNCIL

               RULES GOVERNING THE BRITISH ISLES CHAMPIONSHIPS AND       

                                                              INTERNATIONAL MATCHES

1. INTERNATIONAL MATCHES.

A.  A Side shall consist of six Fours.

B. Each Full Member is entitled to enter one Side in each of the Senior and Junior International Series organised by the Council.

C. Players competing in the Junior International Series shall not have attained their 25th. birthday on or before the 1st April in the year of the Series.
D. A player may compete in the Senior International Series and in the Junior International Series during the same calendar year.
E. A Match shall consist of each Four in a Side playing a game of 21 ends. The Side gaining the higher aggregate number of shots shall win the Match. 

 F.  When the start of a Match is delayed or is interrupted because a green is deemed unfit for play due to bad weather or other exceptional circumstances, Addendum A attached to these Rules shall apply.

G. Each Side shall play against each other Side, but the absence of any one Side shall not invalidate the International Series.
H    In the Senior and Junior International Series replacement and alteration of the playing position of players listed in the Official Programme will be allowed in any match, provided notification in writing is submitted to the Honorary Secretary at least fifteen minutes prior to the commencement of that match.

I     The draw for the Matches shall be made at a Council Executive Meeting.

      J      A Match win shall count two points and a draw shall count one point. 
K   The Side gaining the greatest number of points shall be declared the winner of the series of  the International Series.
L    In the event of two or more Sides being equal on points, the Side with the highest aggregate net shots shall be declared the winner and, if still equal, the side with the greater number of winning rinks shall be declared the winner.
M   Should two Sides be equal in points and in aggregate net shots and in winning rinks, then  the winner of the match already played between them shall be declared the winner.
N    The Side winning the Senior International Series shall hold, until the next following Annual General Meeting, the International Trophy, donated by Bob Jack MBE of the English Bowling Association.
O    The Side winning the series of Junior International Series shall hold, until the next following Annual General Meeting, the Sealy Trophy, presented by Sealy International.
P    The Side coming second in the series of Junior International Matches shall hold, until the next following Annual General Meeting, the McIlvenna Trophy, donated by Tom McIlvenna of the Irish Bowling Association.
2. CHAMPIONSHIPS

A. The Council shall conduct a Senior Singles, a Junior Singles, a Pairs, a Triples and a Fours Championship, hereinafter referred to as the Championships.

B. The Championships shall be open to the relevant reigning Champion/s of each Member, but no individual competitor from a Member shall be entitled to play in more than two Championships in the same season.
C. The Draws for the Championships shall be made at the Annual General Meeting, but when making the Draws it shall be ensured that a Member shall not play in more than four preliminary rounds in the same year.

D. Senior Singles. A substitute shall not be allowed. There shall be four bowls to each player and the winner of each match shall be the first to reach 21 shots. The winner of the Senior Singles shall hold, until the next following Annual General Meeting the Francis Burton Trophy, donated  by the Irish Bowling Association.

E. Junior Singles. A substitute shall not be allowed. A player shall not have attained his 25th. birthday on or before the 1st April in the year of the playing of the relevant qualifying championship. There shall be four bowls to each player and the winner of each match shall be the first to score 21 shots. The winner of the Junior Singles Championship shall hold, until the next following Annual General Meeting, the Gateway Building Society Trophy.

F. Pairs. There shall be four bowls to each player and each match shall consist of 21 ends. In the event of a tie, an extra end or ends shall be played until a winner is determined. The winner of the Pairs Championship shall hold, until the next following Annual General Meeting, the Tom Yeoman Trophy, donated by the Welsh Bowling Association.
G. Triples. There shall be three bowls to each player and each match shall consist of 18 ends. In the event of a tie, an extra end or ends shall be played until a winner is determined. The winner of the Triples Championship shall hold, until the next following Annual General Meeting, the Ted Sussum Trophy, donated by Mrs. Norah Sussum and presented by the English Bowling Association.

H. Fours. There shall be two bowls to each player and each match shall consist of 21ends. In the event of a tie, an extra end or ends shall be played until a winner is determined. The winner of the Fours Championship shall hold, until the next following Annual General Meeting, the B.I.B.C. Trophy, donated by the Council.

I. In each of the Pairs, Triples and Fours Championship one additional player may be used as a replacement or substitute, but he must have been a member of the relevant club during the qualifying year and must not have played in any other team in that year’s competition. A replacement may play in any position, but substitutes shall be permitted only in accordance with the Joint Laws of the Game.

J. All Matches shall commence at either the time stipulated in the Official Match Programme or as announced by the Honorary Secretary. At the discretion of the Council, in special circumstances a delay of up to 30 minutes may be allowed to a player or team.

K. When the start of a match is delayed or a match is interrupted because a green is deemed unfit for play due to bad weather or other exceptional circumstances, Addendum A. attached to these Rules shall apply.

L. The Member obtaining the highest aggregate number of points in the Championships shall be the holder, until the next following Annual General Meeting, of the Bowls England Trophy, donated by Bowls England.

M.  Points shall be awarded for each Championship on the following basis:                                                                                     Winner -  4 Points;  Runner-up - 2 Points;  Losing Semi-finalist - 1 Point.

In the event of a tie on points, the holder of the trophy will be: 



                                                 a.  the Member involved in the tie, with the most number of outright wins; 

      b.   if there is still a tie, the Member with the most number of runner-up places; 

      c.   if there is still a tie, the Member that wins the most matches in the five disciplines of the

           Championships;

      d.   if there is still a tie, the Member involved that wins – in order of merit – the Senior 

            Singles, the Pairs, the Triples, the Fours or the Junior Singles.

3. GENERAL

A. Laws.  All matches will be played under the current Laws of the Sport of Bowls, subject to variation by the Council’s domestic Rules as set out herein.

B. Umpires.  For the Championships and International Series, the Umpires shall be nominated

                             by the Member hosting the event.

                         For the junior International Series, each Member shall nominate one Umpire.

C.   Stamping of Bowls. All Bowls used by players in an International Series and in the Championships must bear a           valid Stamp as set out in the Laws of the Sport of Bowls.

D. Trophies. All the aforementioned Trophies are, and shall remain, the property of the Council

        which shall be responsible for insuring and engraving them each year.

E.   Dress.  White shoes, white trousers, white belt, white socks, white cap or hat (if worn), white braces (if worn) not to be visible, white or coloured shirt, pullover, or zip-up jacket and waterproofs (if worn) that have been registered with and approved by the Council, provided that all players in a side/team are dressed alike. If a tie is worn it shall be the Member’s National tie.

       Any form of advertising, or clothing manufacturer’s trademark, on a player’s dress must have the prior approval of the relevant National Governing Body and Council Officers.
F    Drugs Testing. The Council’s Drug and Anti-Doping in Sport policy shall be that of World Bowls Ltd and WADA ( World Anti-Doping Agency) which gives authority to UK Sport or its Agent to carry out random drugs tests during events organised and controlled by the Council.

G    Child Protection.  A Member that has a player or players under the age of 18 years  competing in the Championships and/or an International Series shall be required to lodge with the Honorary Secretary a Parental Consent Form applicable to their National Governing Body prior to the event.

H   Any matters not covered by the above Rules shall be determined by the Council’s President whose decision shall be final. 

4. ALTERATIONS TO THE RULES.

Alteration of, or addition to, the Rules governing an International Series or the 

Championships shall not be made except at an Annual General Meeting, or at a Special General Meeting called for that purpose.

Proposals for the alteration or addition to the Rules for consideration at an Annual General Meeting or at a Special General Meeting shall be forwarded to the Honorary Secretary not less than thirty- five clear days before the meeting.
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ADDENDUM A.

INTERNATIONALS.
When there is a delayed start or play is suspended due to the greens being unfit for play a 4 hour (including the trial ends) time limit will be imposed. The 4 hours will start from the advertised starting time in the official programme or as announced by the Honorary Secretary.

Both Matches will commence at the same time and in the case of interruptions during a round, players in both Matches will leave the green immediately and both will return to the green to resume at the same time.

In order to achieve a result a minimum of the aggregate total of 72 ends in each Match will need to be played within the time period. In the event of the 72 ends not being played the points will be shared. The shots differential will only apply to a completed Match.

At the end of the 4 hour period an announcement will be made and only games where an End has commenced will be permitted to complete that End. The End will be deemed to have commenced when the mat has been placed and the jack delivered and centred.

CHAMPIONSHIPS.
When there is a delayed start or play is suspended due to the green being unfit for play a  4 hour time limit        (including the trial ends) will be imposed The 4 hours will start from the advertised time in the official programme or as announced by the Honorary Secretary.

Pairs and Fours:
In order to achieve a result a minimum of 11 ends need to be completed within the time period.

Triples:

In order to achieve a result a minimum of 9 ends need to be completed within the time period.

Singles and Junior Singles:

In order to achieve a result a minimum number of 11 shots need to be scored by a competitor within the time period.

At the end of the 4 hour period an announcement will be made and only games where an End has commenced will be permitted to complete that End. The End will have deemed to have commenced when the mat has been placed and the jack delivered and centred.

If the minimum number of Ends or Shots in each discipline has not been achieved within the 4 hour period the result of each game will be at the discretion of the controlling body. 

Scenario leading to the possible solution below.

International Series, third game, Sunday:-

In previous years games have commenced at 9.30am and have been concluded by around 1.30pm followed by the presentation of trophy to the winner and the event concluded which enables everyone to depart home by approx. 2pm.

Scenario:-

The position in the previous 2 rounds leaves the overall result dependant on the Sunday games. 

Games commence at 9.30am and at 11.30am it starts to rain and at 11.45am it is torrential and the greens go under water and the greenkeeper in conjunction with the umpires declare the greens unfit to play and the teams leave the green. 

At this time on Green A. Ireland are playing Scotland and Ireland are 2 shots up with 3 rinks having played 13 ends 2 rinks 12 ends and the other rink 11 ends. Total 74ends played.

Green B. England versus Wales with England 5 shots up and 4 rinks having played 12 ends and              2 rinks having played 11 ends. Total 70 ends.

At 12.30pm the rain stops and the greens are swept of water and by 12,50pm play is able to recommence.

Working on the principle that an end is approx 10 minutes, one rink on Green A and 2 rinks on Green B still have 10 ends to play discarding any dead ends that might occur. 

i.e. 10 ends x 10 minutes = 100 minutes which means that the earliest the games will finish would be 2.50pm followed by the trophy presentation which would mean that departure time would be around 3.10pm. to 3.20pm. Any team booking early flights and those with long journeys might be in difficulty.

By using my method below all rinks would play 17 ends and even the 3 rinks ( 1on A and 2on B) that had only played 11 ends (before the stoppage)  would still be completed by 2pm. Also all rinks would have completed the same number of ends to give a fairer result. This method could be used in previous games in both the Internationals and Championships.





  Another alternative would be to adopt the Indoor rule that games should not exceed 41/2 hours.

                 STOPPAGES DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER
 By having time limits for games, be it 4 or 41/2 hours etc., can lead to forms of gamesmanship i.e. slow play etc. and can also lead to some rinks having played the full 21 ends and others not playing the full amount.

Suggestion:

When a stoppage occurs ALL players will leave the green or greens even if in the case of two greens being used, one is still playable. It would be easier to record the stoppage times if this happened.

An outdoor game rarely exceeds 4 hours or approx.10 minutes for an end to be played. i.e.

A game could consist of 21ends + 2 Trial Ends + possibly 1 Killed end = 24 x 10 minutes = 240 minutes or 4 hours.

Event:

A stoppage occurs in a game. All players leave the green. The first 20 minutes of the stoppage from the time the green is declared unplayable there is no reduction. For each subsequent 10 full minutes 1 end is deducted across the board and therefore if the stoppage lasts for 50 minutes the game will be reduced to 18ends on all rinks. If a further stoppage takes place a further end is deducted for each 10 minutes. Until such time as the deduction reaches the position as in Rule E where 72 completed ends over the game i.e. 12 ends per rink is reached. 

This would give each rink the same number of ends to play

This method could be used in the Championships for Pairs, Triples and Fours.

In the singles a 4 hour limit could apply or a method similar to the above could apply but

for the first hour no penalty with I shot deducted from the 21 shots for each 10 minutes lost. 

